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Extended Abstract
Introduction

The problem of the creation of human acts constitutes one of the most enduring and
controversial debates in Islamic theology, situated at the intersection of divine omnipotence,
human free will, and moral responsibility. Qur’anic discourse appears to present a dual
attribution: in some verses, human acts are explicitly attributed to God, while in others, human
beings are portrayed as possessing independent will and agency in performing their actions.
These seemingly divergent textual indicators provided the primary scriptural basis for the rise
of opposing theological schools, most notably the Ash‘arites and the Mu ‘tazilites.

The principal objective of this study is to re-examine less frequently discussed Qur’anic verses
concerning the creation of human acts and to reassess how Ash‘arite and Mu tazilite
theologians interpreted these verses within their respective doctrinal frameworks. By focusing
on underexplored exegetical materials and neglected figures—particularly al-Hakim al-
Jushami, a prominent Mu'tazilite theologian—the article aims to provide a more
comprehensive and historically grounded understanding of the theological dispute.

Rather than analyzing each school in isolation, the study directly confronts Ash‘arite and
Mu ‘tazilite interpretations of the same verses, thereby clarifying the precise points of
divergence in their theological reasoning. Through this comparative approach, the article seeks
to move beyond simplified dichotomies and demonstrate the internal coherence and complexity
of each tradition’s engagement with the Qur’an.

Research Questions
The research is structured around the following questions:

Which Qur’anic verses concerning the creation of human acts have been underexamined in
previous theological and exegetical studies?

How did Ash‘arite theologians interpret these verses in accordance with their doctrine of divine
creation and omnipotence?

How did Mu ‘tazilite theologians—particularly al-Hakim al-Jushami—understand these same
verses in light of their emphasis on human agency and moral responsibility?

What methodological, linguistic, and theological assumptions underlie the divergent
interpretations of these schools?

To what extent does a direct comparative reading of contested verses yield a more coherent
understanding of the Ash‘arite—-Mu ‘tazilite dispute?

Methodology

This study employs a qualitative, descriptive—analytical, and comparative methodology,
grounded in close textual analysis of Qur’anic verses and classical theological sources. The
research method proceeds in several stages:

Textual Identification:

Qur’anic verses relevant to the creation of human acts are identified, with particular attention
to those that have received limited discussion in standard theological works.

Theological Exegesis:

o)



Classical Ash‘arite and Mu 'tazilite commentaries are examined to reconstruct each school’s
interpretive principles and doctrinal commitments. The study emphasizes primary sources
attributed to major theologians.

Comparative Analysis:

The interpretations of both schools are placed in direct dialogue over specific verses. This
contrasts with earlier studies that tended to analyze the positions separately or in abstraction
from their exegetical contexts.

Focused Case Study:

Special attention is given to the writings of al-Hakim al-Jushami, whose exegetical and
theological contributions have often been marginalized in secondary scholarship.

Conceptual Reconstruction:

Key theological concepts such as divine causality, human agency, moral accountability, and
justice are analyzed to reveal the underlying philosophical structures shaping each school’s
interpretation.

This method enables a balanced and historically sensitive engagement with the debate while
highlighting methodological differences in Qur’anic interpretation.

Findings
The findings of the study can be summarized as follows:
Textual Diversity in the Qur’an

The Qur’an contains verses that emphasize divine creation of acts alongside verses that affirm
human responsibility and intentional action. This diversity necessitates interpretive frameworks
rather than simplistic literalism.

Ash‘arite Interpretation: Divine Creation of Acts

Ash‘arite theologians interpret contested verses as affirming that God is the sole creator of all
acts, including human actions. Human will operates as a site of acquisition (kasb) rather than
independent creation, preserving divine omnipotence.

Mutazilite Interpretation: Human Agency and Justice

Mu ‘tazilites emphasize verses that attribute responsibility and action to human beings, arguing
that moral accountability presupposes genuine agency. Al-Jushami’s works demonstrate a
nuanced exegetical strategy that integrates linguistic precision with ethical considerations.

Underappreciated Role of al-Jushami

Al-Jushami provides sophisticated interpretations that seek to reconcile divine justice with
Qur’anic language about God’s creative power. His contributions reveal a level of exegetical
rigor that challenges reductive portrayals of Mu‘tazilism.

Methodological Divergence

The Ash‘arite—Mu tazilite dispute is shown to be not merely doctrinal but methodological.
Differences arise from distinct assumptions about language, causality, divine attributes, and the
nature of moral obligation.

Value of Direct Confrontation



By placing both schools in direct confrontation over specific verses, the study clarifies
ambiguities and shows how each interpretation responds to theoretical pressures posed by the
other.

Discussion

The analysis demonstrates that the debate over the creation of human acts cannot be reduced to
a binary opposition between determinism and free will. Instead, it reflects deeper disagreements
about the nature of divine agency, moral responsibility, and Qur’anic language.

Ash‘arite theology prioritizes safeguarding divine omnipotence, even at the cost of redefining
human agency. Mu'tazilite theology, by contrast, insists that moral responsibility requires
genuine human causation. Both approaches aim to remain faithful to the Qur’an but employ
distinct hermeneutical principles.

The study also highlights the importance of revisiting neglected theologians like al-Jushamt,
whose works reveal internal diversity within Mu‘tazilite thought and complicate conventional
narratives.

Conclusion

This study concludes that a fuller understanding of the theological dispute over the creation of
human acts requires sustained engagement with underexamined Qur’anic verses and direct
comparison of competing interpretations. The Ash‘arite and Mu ‘tazilite schools offer coherent
yet fundamentally different models for reconciling divine creation and human responsibility.

By foregrounding lesser-known exegetical contributions and adopting a comparative method,
the article contributes to a more nuanced and historically informed understanding of one of the
central debates in Islamic theology. Ultimately, the study underscores that the question of
human agency remains inseparable from broader concerns about justice, morality, and the
interpretation of sacred texts.
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