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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Plato’s Theory of Ideas stands as one of the most influential and controversial doctrines in the
history of philosophy. From antiquity to the Islamic intellectual tradition, the theory has been
variously interpreted, appropriated, criticized, and reformulated. While Aristotle’s critique of
the Ideas is often regarded as decisive in the development of metaphysics, and Avicenna’s
reception of Platonic thought is frequently viewed through an Aristotelian lens, this article
argues that both philosophers fundamentally misunderstood key aspects of Plato’s ontological
framework.

The primary objective of this study is to reconstruct Plato’s Theory of Ideas in a conceptually
precise manner and to evaluate critically the interpretations and critiques advanced by Aristotle
and Avicenna. The article seeks to show that many of their objections arise from a conflation
of different levels of being and from projecting material or quasi-material assumptions onto
entities that Plato explicitly characterizes as intelligible.

By clarifying these conceptual distinctions, the study aims to contribute to a more accurate
understanding of Platonic ontology and to reassess the historical narrative that presents
Aristotle and Avicenna as offering conclusive refutations of the Theory of Ideas.

Research Questions
The research is guided by the following questions:

What is the proper ontological status of Ideas in Plato’s philosophy as presented in his major
dialogues?

How are Ideas related to sensible particulars within Plato’s metaphysical framework?

How does Aristotle conceptualize Plato’s Theory of Ideas, and what assumptions underlie his
critique?

In what ways does Avicenna interpret Platonic Ideas, and how are his views shaped by
Aristotelian metaphysics?

To what extent can the critiques of Aristotle and Avicenna be considered misunderstandings or
distortions of Plato’s original doctrine?

Methodology

The study adopts a qualitative, textual, and analytical methodology grounded in the close
reading of classical philosophical texts. The research is based on:

Textual Reconstruction:

Key Platonic dialogues concerned with the Theory of Ideas—such as the Republic, Phaedo,
Parmenides, and Sophist—are analyzed to reconstruct Plato’s ontological commitments with
regard to intelligible Forms.

Comparative Analysis:

Aristotle’s critiques, primarily as presented in the Metaphysics, are examined and compared
with Platonic doctrines to identify points of convergence and divergence.

Interpretive Analysis of Avicenna:

o)



Avicenna’s metaphysical works are studied to determine how he understood and evaluated
Platonic Ideas, especially in relation to universals and immaterial intellects.

Conceptual Clarification:

Fundamental notions such as intelligibility, immateriality, universality, and ontological
independence are clarified to avoid anachronistic or reductionist readings.

This methodology enables a historically sensitive yet philosophically rigorous investigation of
the competing interpretations.

Findings
The findings of the research can be summarized as follows:
The Intelligible Status of Ideas in Plato

Plato’s Ideas are not material entities nor spatially separate substances. They possess an
intelligible mode of existence that cannot be adequately captured by categories derived from
the sensible world.

Misinterpretation in Aristotle’s Critique

Aristotle often interprets Platonic Ideas as if they were separate substances analogous to
sensible objects. This interpretation leads to objections—such as the problem of duplication—
that rely on a category mistake rather than a faithful representation of Plato’s position.

Avicenna’s Aristotelian Framework

Avicenna’s understanding of Ideas is largely mediated through Aristotelian metaphysics. As a
result, he tends to reduce Platonic Ideas to either logical universals or mental concepts, thereby
overlooking their distinct ontological role.

Materialization of the Intelligible

Both Aristotle and Avicenna, in different ways, treat Ideas as if they were subject to material
conditions, such as separability in space or numerical multiplicity.

Neglect of Ontological Distinctions

A central source of misunderstanding lies in the failure to distinguish between the mode of
existence of Ideas, their epistemological accessibility, and their relation to sensible particulars.

Discussion

The analysis demonstrates that the criticisms advanced by Aristotle and Avicenna do not so
much refute Plato’s Theory of Ideas as reinterpret it within a framework foreign to its original
ontological commitments. Aristotle’s emphasis on immanence and Avicenna’s systematic
metaphysics both favor explanatory models grounded in substance theory, which inadequately
account for Plato’s conception of intelligible reality.

This discussion challenges the widespread assumption that the Theory of Ideas was decisively
overcome in later metaphysics. Instead, it suggests that what was rejected was a reconstructed
version of the theory rather than Plato’s own position. By highlighting the role of conceptual
translation and philosophical presuppositions, the study underscores the importance of
interpretive vigilance in the history of philosophy.

Moreover, the findings have broader implications for understanding the transmission of Greek
philosophy into the Islamic world, where Platonic doctrines were often received indirectly and
through Aristotelian frameworks.



Conclusion

The article concludes that a proper understanding of Plato’s Theory of Ideas requires a careful
separation between intelligible and sensible modes of being. Aristotle’s and Avicenna’s

critiques, while philosophically significant, often rest on assumptions that are incompatible with
Platonic ontology. Consequently, their readings result in systematic misinterpretations of the
nature and function of Ideas.

Reuvisiting these misunderstandings allows for a more nuanced evaluation of the Theory of Ideas
and invites a reconsideration of its philosophical viability. The study contributes to the history
of ontology by emphasizing the necessity of conceptual precision when engaging with
foundational metaphysical doctrines.
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