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The poem Omnameh, composed by Banwalidas Walt in the seventeenth
century, is one of the notable works of the Mughal era in India, where two
great traditions—Vedanta thought and Islamic mysticism—meet in the
Persian language. This article investigates the vocabulary and concepts
derived from Hindu languages and texts in Omnameh and shows how
these terms, when placed alongside Persian and Arabic Sufi terminology,
acquire new meanings. The central question of the paper is how
Banwalidas Wali, by blending the lexicon and concepts of two intellectual
traditions, created a shared world of meaning and religious experience.
The method employed is linguistic and cultural analysis based on the
digital manuscript available in the eGangotri collection. The main aim of
this study is to reconstruct the intellectual and religious milieu of the
author and to demonstrate that Omnameh is not merely a translation of
Hindu texts, but rather an attempt at dialogue and connection between
two languages and two spiritual worlds. This text stands as a beautiful
example of how the vocabularies, beliefs, and metaphors of two distinct
traditions intertwine within the framework of Persian poetry.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

The poem Omnameh, composed by Banwalidas Walt in the seventeenth century, constitutes a
remarkable literary and intellectual achievement of the Mughal period in India. Written in
Persian, the poem emerges from a historical and cultural context characterized by intense
interaction between diverse religious and philosophical traditions. Among these traditions,
Vedanta thought and Islamic mysticism occupy a central place, and Omnameh can be
understood as a poetic space in which elements of these two traditions encounter one another
in a meaningful and creative manner.

Persian, as the literary and scholarly language of the Mughal court and intellectual elite, served
as a medium through which non-Islamic intellectual traditions, particularly those of Indian
origin, could be expressed, interpreted, and re-articulated. Omnameh exemplifies this process
by drawing extensively on concepts and terminologies derived from Hindu languages and texts
while situating them within a Persian poetic and Sufi conceptual framework. The poem thus
provides a valuable case study for examining how cross-cultural and interreligious dialogues
were articulated at the level of language, metaphor, and symbolic imagination.

This article focuses on the vocabulary and conceptual structures that Banwalidas Wali employs
in Omnameh to mediate between Vedanta thought and Islamic mysticism. Rather than treating
the poem as a simple act of translation or transmission, the study approaches it as an original
intellectual endeavor aimed at creating a shared horizon of meaning and religious experience.
By analyzing the interaction of Hindu-derived terms with Persian and Arabic Sufi terminology,
the article seeks to uncover the strategies through which the poet constructs a dialogical space
in which distinct spiritual traditions can coexist and illuminate one another.

Objective

The primary objective of this study is to reconstruct the intellectual and religious milieu in
which Banwalidas Wali composed Omnameh and to demonstrate that the work should not be
regarded merely as a translation or paraphrase of Hindu religious texts. Instead, the article aims
to show that Omnameh represents a deliberate attempt at dialogue and conceptual connection
between two languages—~Persian and those of Hindu textual traditions—and between two
spiritual worlds, namely Vedanta philosophy and Islamic mysticism.

A central question guiding the research is how Banwalidas Wali, through the creative blending
of lexicons and conceptual frameworks drawn from different traditions, succeeds in producing
a coherent poetic discourse that enables a shared religious experience. By addressing this
question, the study contributes to broader discussions on intercultural intellectual exchange, the
role of language in shaping religious meaning, and the dynamics of philosophical pluralism in
the Mughal period.

Methodology

The study employs a qualitative methodology grounded in linguistic and cultural analysis. Its
primary source is the digital manuscript of Omnameh available in the eGangotri collection,
which provides a reliable textual basis for systematic examination. The analysis focuses on
identifying vocabulary items, metaphors, and conceptual expressions that originate from Hindu
languages and religious texts and tracing their integration into the Persian poetic and Sufi
semantic field of the poem.

o)



Rather than isolating individual terms in a purely lexical manner, the method emphasizes
contextual interpretation. Each term or concept is examined within its poetic, rhetorical, and
doctrinal surroundings to determine how its meaning shifts when placed alongside Persian and
Arabic Sufi terminology. This approach allows the study to move beyond surface
correspondences and to explore deeper processes of semantic reconfiguration and conceptual
negotiation.

The cultural dimension of the methodology involves situating the linguistic findings within the
broader intellectual context of the Mughal era, where scholars and poets were often conversant
with multiple traditions and languages. By combining close textual reading with attention to
cultural and religious context, the study aims to offer a nuanced understanding of Omnameh as
an interdisciplinary and intercultural work.

Results

The analysis reveals that Omnameh systematically incorporates vocabulary and concepts
derived from Hindu traditions, particularly those associated with Vedanta thought, while
embedding them within a Persian Sufi poetic framework. These terms do not retain their
original meanings unchanged; rather, they undergo a process of semantic transformation as they
interact with Islamic mystical concepts.

One of the key findings is that the juxtaposition of Hindu-derived terms with Persian and Arabic
Sufi terminology enables the creation of new layers of meaning. Concepts related to ultimate
reality, the self, and spiritual liberation are articulated through a hybrid lexicon that resonates
with both traditions without being fully reducible to either. This hybridization allows the poem
to address universal metaphysical and spiritual concerns while remaining rooted in specific
intellectual traditions.

The study also shows that Banwalidas Wali employs metaphorical language as a crucial
mediating device. Metaphors drawn from Persian poetic conventions provide a familiar
framework within which Hindu concepts can be expressed and reinterpreted. At the same time,
these metaphors acquire expanded significance through their association with Vedanta ideas,
resulting in a richly layered poetic discourse.

Overall, the results indicate that Omnameh exemplifies an integrative mode of thinking in
which linguistic creativity plays a central role in fostering interreligious understanding. The
poem does not seek to dissolve differences between traditions but to articulate a space in which
these differences can coexist and generate new forms of meaning.

Discussion

The findings of this study highlight the importance of language as a site of intellectual and
spiritual negotiation in early modern South Asia. Omnameh demonstrates that the encounter
between Vedanta thought and Islamic mysticism was not limited to doctrinal debates or
philosophical treatises but also unfolded within poetic expression. Persian poetry, with its
symbolic flexibility and rich metaphorical resources, proved particularly well suited to this task.

The study suggests that Banwalidas Wali’s approach reflects a broader Mughal-era intellectual
culture that valued synthesis and dialogue over rigid boundary-drawing. The blending of
lexicons in Omnameh does not result in conceptual confusion; rather, it produces a new,
internally coherent poetic language capable of addressing shared spiritual aspirations. This
finding challenges interpretive frameworks that reduce such works either to derivative
translations or to superficial eclecticism.



By foregrounding the linguistic and cultural mechanisms through which meaning is negotiated,
the article contributes to ongoing debates about intercultural philosophy and comparative
mysticism. It shows that meaningful dialogue between traditions can take place at the level of
poetic language, where ambiguity and metaphor function not as weaknesses but as sources of
philosophical depth.

Conclusion

This study concludes that Omnameh should be understood as an original intellectual and poetic
achievement that embodies a purposeful dialogue between Vedanta thought and Islamic
mysticism. Through the creative blending of Hindu-derived vocabulary with Persian and Arabic
Sufi terminology, Banwalidas Wali constructs a shared world of meaning in which diverse
religious concepts can resonate with one another. By reconstructing the intellectual and
religious milieu of the author and closely analyzing the linguistic strategies employed in the
poem, the article demonstrates that Omnameh transcends the category of translation and
emerges as a model of intercultural and interreligious engagement. The poem stands as a
compelling example of how two distinct spiritual traditions can intertwine within Persian poetry
to produce a unified yet pluralistic vision of religious experience.

The study thus underscores the enduring relevance of Omnameh for contemporary discussions
on cultural dialogue, the philosophy of language, and the shared dimensions of spiritual inquiry
across traditions.
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