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The present study, with the aim of explaining the intellectual connections
between Hakim Tirmidhi and Sheikh Shahab al-Din Suhrawardi,
examines the influence of the wisdom of illumination through the method
of Hakimiyyah and the teachings of Hakim Tirmidhi. Relying on the
descriptive-analytical method and relying on library studies, it shows that
Suhrawardi benefited from the ideas and works of Hakim Tirmidhi and
his intellectual tradition in the formation of the fundamental concepts of
the wisdom of illumination, especially regarding categories such as
"sakina" and "wilayat".

The author, analyzing Suhrawardi's genealogy of illumination in the book
Al-Mashari' and Al-Mutarahat, argues that Suhrawardi's references to "a
people who speak of sakina and whose names and symbols can be found
in the collections of short stories" could refer to the sages of the East,
especially the followers of Hakim Tirmidhi. A comparative study of the
views of these two sages reveals the aspects of the fusion of Khosravi's
intuitive wisdom and Pythagorean demonstrative wisdom in Tirmidhi's
intellectual system and demonstrates the influence of his works on key
Suhrawardi concepts, such as the light of dominion. Among the
innovative aspects of the research, we can point out the focus on the
neglected textual and historical evidence in Suhrawardi's spiritual
genealogy, especially in the central concept of "peace" and its relationship
with the "wisdom of the East", and the tracing of signs of the fusion of
Khosravi's and Pythagorean wisdom in Tirmidhi's works and its reflection
in Suhrawardi's philosophical system, which opens a new horizon in
understanding the deep connections between the traditions of Iranian
wisdom and Islamic mysticism.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Illuminationist philosophy (Hikmat al-Ishraq), founded by Shihab al-Din Suhrawardi (d. 1191),
represents one of the most significant intellectual developments in the history of Islamic
philosophy. Suhrawardi sought to revive what he described as the ancient wisdom of the East
(hikmat al-mashriq), integrating elements of philosophical reasoning with intuitive and
illuminative knowledge. Within this framework, the genealogy of wisdom becomes a central
theme in his writings. Suhrawardi frequently refers to various traditions of wisdom, including
Persian, Greek, and mystical sources, as forming the intellectual background of his
illuminationist system.

Among the figures who may have influenced this intellectual background is Hakim Tirmidhi
(d. 9th century), a prominent thinker of early Islamic mysticism whose teachings emphasize the
inner dimensions of knowledge, spiritual illumination, and the hierarchy of spiritual insight.
The intellectual tradition associated with him, often referred to as the Hakimiyya, highlights
concepts such as spiritual intuition, divine proximity, and inner tranquility (sakina). Despite the
conceptual proximity between these ideas and the epistemological foundations of Suhrawardi’s
illuminationism, the relationship between Suhrawardi and the Hakimiyya tradition has received
relatively little scholarly attention.

The present study aims to explore the possible intellectual connections between Suhrawardi’s
illuminationist philosophy and the thought of Hakim Tirmidhi. By examining key philosophical
and mystical concepts within both traditions, the study attempts to clarify whether the
Hakimiyya heritage may have contributed to the formation of Suhrawardi’s conception of
wisdom and illumination.

Research Questions
The study seeks to address the following questions:

« What are the main epistemological and metaphysical features of Suhrawardi’s
illuminationist philosophy?

o What are the central concepts in the thought of Hakim Tirmidhi that relate to knowledge
and spiritual insight?

e Are there conceptual parallels between Suhrawardi’s theory of illumination and the
teachings attributed to the Hakimiyya tradition?

o Towhat extent can the intellectual heritage of Hakim Tirmidhi be considered part of the
broader background of Suhrawardi’s philosophical project?

Methodology

This research adopts a descriptive—analytical method based on textual and conceptual analysis
of primary philosophical and mystical sources. The study examines Suhrawardi’s major works,
particularly those in which he discusses the genealogy of wisdom and the foundations of
illuminationist knowledge. These texts are analyzed in relation to the writings and attributed
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teachings of Hakim Tirmidhi, focusing on themes related to spiritual knowledge, inner
illumination, and the hierarchy of cognition.

The research approach is primarily philosophical and interpretive. Rather than offering a purely
historical reconstruction, the study concentrates on conceptual affinities between the two
traditions. By analyzing the structure of knowledge, the role of spiritual purification, and the
notion of inner illumination in both systems, the research seeks to identify potential intellectual
intersections. This comparative analysis allows for a clearer understanding of the philosophical
context within which Suhrawardi’s illuminationist doctrine emerged.

Findings

The findings indicate that several conceptual similarities exist between Suhrawardi’s
illuminationist epistemology and the intellectual orientation associated with Hakim Tirmidhi.
Both perspectives emphasize that authentic knowledge transcends purely discursive reasoning
and involves a form of inner illumination or spiritual unveiling. In Suhrawardi’s philosophy,
knowledge is ultimately realized through the presence of light and the direct apprehension of
intelligible realities. Likewise, in the teachings attributed to Hakim Tirmidhi, spiritual
knowledge is closely connected with inner purification and divine illumination.

The study also shows that Suhrawardi’s account of the genealogy of wisdom allows for the
inclusion of various mystical and philosophical traditions beyond the well-known Greek and
Persian sources. The presence of concepts related to spiritual tranquility and inner illumination
suggests that certain elements of the Hakimiyya perspective resonate with the illuminationist
understanding of knowledge. Although direct textual borrowing cannot always be established
with certainty, the conceptual parallels indicate that both traditions operate within a similar
intellectual horizon that integrates philosophy with spiritual insight.

Discussion

The comparison between these two traditions reveals that Suhrawardi’s project should not be
interpreted solely as a revival of ancient philosophical doctrines. Rather, it represents a broader
synthesis of philosophical reasoning and mystical experience within the Islamic intellectual
tradition. The potential influence of ideas associated with Hakim Tirmidhi highlights the role
of early Islamic spirituality in shaping later philosophical developments.

Furthermore, the relationship between illumination and spiritual refinement appears as a shared
theme in both traditions. In Suhrawardi’s system, the philosopher must cultivate inner purity in
order to receive the light of knowledge. Similarly, Hakim Tirmidhi’s teachings stress that
genuine understanding arises through spiritual discipline and closeness to the divine. This
convergence suggests that illuminationist philosophy can be understood as part of a wider
intellectual movement in which metaphysical knowledge is inseparable from spiritual
transformation.

Conclusion

The study concludes that examining the intellectual relationship between Suhrawardi and the
Hakimiyya tradition provides new insights into the origins and development of illuminationist
philosophy. While Suhrawardi’s thought is often interpreted through its connections with



ancient Persian wisdom and Greek philosophy, the present analysis indicates that early Islamic
mystical traditions may also have played a meaningful role in shaping his philosophical vision.

By highlighting conceptual affinities between Suhrawardi’s doctrine of illumination and the
teachings associated with Hakim Tirmidhi, the study contributes to a more comprehensive
understanding of the intellectual background of illuminationist philosophy. Ultimately, this
perspective demonstrates that Suhrawardi’s project represents a synthesis of philosophical
reasoning and spiritual insight, reflecting the dynamic interaction between philosophy and
mysticism in the broader landscape of Islamic thought.
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Bowering, Gerhard. (1980).The mystical vision of existence in classical Islam: The Quranic
hermeneutics of the Sufi Sahl At -Tustari.Berlin. New York.Walter De Gruyter.
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