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The non-Western world’s encounter with the Euro-Atlantic narrative of
the history of philosophy—exemplified in classical accounts such as
Bertrand Russell’s—has often resulted in the marginalization of Islamic
philosophy, reducing it to a mere commentary on Greek thought. This
situation has produced a crisis of subjectivity in which the non-Western
thinker is positioned as a passive recipient of Western knowledge, a
condition that can be described as a form of compliant or subjugated
narrative.

This article examines how Allameh Tabataba’i, from within the Islamic
intellectual tradition and amid the socio-intellectual conditions of mid-
twentieth-century Iran, reconstructed the foundations of a critical
subjectivity. By combining a theoretical analysis of Malcolm X’s model
of subjugated versus emancipatory narratives with a critical rereading of
Principles of Philosophy and the Method of Realism, focusing especially
on the theory of I‘tibarat (conventional principles), the study
demonstrates that Tabataba’i revitalized the courage of independent
thinking grounded in Islamic realism. The findings suggest that his
thought provides a conceptual foundation for moving beyond Eurocentric
philosophical narratives and reintroducing Islamic philosophy into global
intellectual dialogue.

Cite this article:

© The Author(s).

Publisher: University of Lorestan.

QIokE

BY NC


https://orcid.org/0000-0000-0000-0000

Extended Abstract
Introduction

The dominant Euro-Atlantic narrative of the history of philosophy has long positioned Western
philosophy as the sole producer of original thought, while casting non-Western traditions—
particularly Islamic philosophy—as derivative or merely exegetical. In classical formulations
such as Bertrand Russell’s History of Western Philosophy, Islamic philosophy is largely
depicted as a transitional stage or a commentary on Greek thought rather than as an independent
and creative intellectual tradition.

The objective of this article is to analyze how Allameh Tabataba’i challenged this hierarchical
narrative and reconstructed the foundations of a critical non-Western subjectivity from within
the Islamic philosophical tradition. The study seeks to demonstrate that Tabataba’i’s
philosophical project constitutes a decisive move away from epistemic dependency and toward
an autonomous mode of philosophizing capable of engaging the global intellectual arena on
equal terms.

By situating Tabataba’i’s work within the broader problem of epistemic colonialism and
subjugated knowledge production, this article aims to show how his intellectual legacy opens
new possibilities for rethinking the place of Islamic philosophy in world philosophy.

Research Questions
The research is guided by the following questions:

How does the Euro-Atlantic narrative of the history of philosophy contribute to the
marginalization of Islamic philosophy?

What is meant by a “subjugated” versus a “critical (emancipatory) narrative” in the context of
philosophical knowledge production?

How did Allameh Tabataba’i reconstruct the foundations of critical subjectivity within the
Islamic intellectual tradition?

What role does the theory of I'tibarat play in Tabataba’i’s philosophical project?

How can Tabataba’i’s thought contribute to reintroducing Islamic philosophy into
contemporary global philosophical dialogue?

Methodology

This study employs a theoretical and interpretive methodology that combines two
complementary approaches:

Theoretical Analysis:

The article draws on Malcolm X’s conceptual distinction between subjugated and liberated
forms of consciousness, translating it into a broader epistemological model of subjugated versus
emancipatory narratives in knowledge production.

Textual and Conceptual Analysis:

A critical rereading of Allameh Tabataba’i’s Principles of Philosophy and the Method of
Realism is undertaken, with particular emphasis on the theory of I'tibarat as a key element in
his philosophical system.

Through this combined approach, the study situates Tabataba’i’s work both within its historical
context and within contemporary debates on epistemic independence and global philosophy.
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Findings
The central findings of the study can be summarized as follows:
Crisis of Subjectivity in Non-Western Philosophy

The Eurocentric narrative of philosophy produces a condition in which non-Western thinkers
internalize intellectual dependency and function primarily as consumers of Western theoretical
frameworks.

Tabataba’i’s Reconstruction of Critical Subjectivity

Allameh Tabataba’i emerges as one of the first contemporary philosophers in the Islamic world
to consciously reconstruct an autonomous philosophical subject grounded in Islamic
intellectual resources.

Role of Islamic Realism

Tabataba’i’s realist metaphysics provides a firm ontological basis for philosophical
independence, rejecting both naive empiricism and Western idealism.

The Theory of I'tibarat

The theory of I‘tibarat functions as a general theory of human meaning-making and social
rationality, enabling a non-reductionist engagement with ethics, society, and knowledge.

From Subjugated to Emancipatory Narrative

Tabataba’i’s philosophy makes possible a transition from a compliant philosophical narrative
to a critical and emancipatory one capable of global engagement.

Discussion

The analysis suggests that Tabataba’i’s intellectual project should not be interpreted as a
rejection of Western philosophy, but rather as a reconfiguration of the terms of philosophical
engagement. By refusing to imitate dominant Euro-Atlantic narratives, he established an
alternative framework rooted in Islamic philosophy yet open to dialogue.

This discussion highlights the broader significance of Tabataba’i’s thought for debates on
decolonizing philosophy and constructing multi-centered histories of thought. His approach
demonstrates that philosophical originality does not require abandonment of tradition, but
rather a critical reactivation of its conceptual resources.

Furthermore, the reinterpretation of ['tibarat as a general theory of human action and cognition
positions Islamic philosophy as a potential contributor to contemporary discussions in social
philosophy, ethics, and philosophy of technology.

Conclusion

The article concludes that Allameh Tabataba’i should be regarded as a pivotal figure in the
reconstruction of critical non-Western subjectivity in contemporary philosophy. Through his
commitment to Islamic realism and his innovative theory of I‘tibarat, he laid the groundwork
for an independent philosophical narrative capable of engaging global thought without
epistemic subordination.

His legacy offers a compelling model for moving beyond Eurocentric accounts of philosophy
and for reintroducing Islamic philosophy as an active participant in the global philosophical
conversation. In this sense, Tabataba’i’s work represents not a peripheral contribution, but a
foundational intervention in the future of world philosophy.
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